RESILIENT URBAN CENTRES AND SURROUNDS

SUPPORTING CLIMATE-RESILIENT AND INCLUSIVE URBAN
COMMUNITIES, ENVIRONMENTS AND ECONOMIES IN THE MEKONG
THROUGH LOCALLY LED URBAN NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS
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THE CONTEXT

Across the Greater Mekong region, urban growth is
expanding into wetlands, river corridors, peri-urban
areas and low-lying land. These pressures increase
people’s exposure to flooding, heat, pollution and loss
of ecosystem services. The impacts are exacerbated by
climate change. And they affect people unevenly.

Evidence from urban and rural settlements

is unequivocal; climate impacts are felt
disproportionately in urban communities, with
the most economically and socially marginalised
being the most affected. '

Urban hybrid nature-based solutions (NbS) can promote
inclusive, climate-resilient urban areas through addressing
local environmental, social and economic issues.

"Dodman et al. (2022). Cities, settlements and key infrastructure.
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THE PROGRAM

Building on the foundation of the first phase of RUCAS
(2021-2025), Phase 2 (2026-2029) moves from reinforcing
the value of NbS to supporting practical, locally led
delivery through demonstrations, training, technical
support, economic analysis, maintenance planning and
decision-ready evidence. We will work with partners in
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Vietnam to deliver,
monitor and scale inclusive hybrid NbS that strengthen
climate, disaster and water resilience in urban areas.

Gender Equality, Disability Equity and Social Inclusion
(GEDSI) is embedded from the start so women, people
with disabilities and other underrepresented groups help
shape and operate solutions, and benefit from them.

Nature-based Solutions (NbS): Actions to protect, sustainably
manage and restore natural or modified ecosystems to address
societal challenges effectively and adaptively.

Hybrid NbS: Nature-based assets that are integrated with
conventional engineered infrastructure which together manage
climate, disaster and water risks.

The program is supported by the Australian
Government through the Mekong—Australia

Partnership and Climate Resilient Communities.
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THE ACTIVITIES
RUCAS 2 ACTIVITIES WILL FOCUS ON ACHIEVING TWO KEY OUTCOMES:

LOCALLY LED HYBRID NBS GUIDANCE, TOOLS AND EVIDENCE
DEMONSTRATIONS USED IN PRACTICE

RUCAS 2 will support a small number of RUCAS 2 will support partners to apply
practical demonstrations that are locally NbS guidance, tools and evidence in

led, climate-risk informed, inclusive, and planning, design, budgeting, approval
supported by clear governance, monitoring, and policy processes, so lessons from
operation and maintenance arrangements. demonstrations can support wider uptake.

LOW-COST SENSORS STRENGTHEN LOCAL MONITORING OF NBS

WHAT SUCCESS LOOKS LIKE

e Local hybrid NbS are built with local partners i, Find out more information
and in early operation, with agreed governance, i Bl on our website
operations, maintenance and resourcing roles. B ko wscaustralia.org.au/rucas

e Women, people with disabilities and other
underrepresented groups participate at key
decision points and influence local hybrid NbS.

e Technical evidence, guidance and tools
reflect local context and conditions.

¢ Practitioners are supported to apply evidence
and economic analysis that build the
business cases for local hybrid NbS.

e Partners share learning across the region
to strengthen uptake of hybrid NbS.

e National and local authorities apply GEDSI-
responsive design processes.
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