
CLIMATE CHANGE, WATER 
SECURITY AND DISABILITY 
INCLUSION

Exploring the Climate–Disability Nexus  
in Greater Mekong urban communities 

Developing a training curriculum on 
disability inclusion in the Mekong 

PROJECT BRIEF

BUILDING CAPACITY TO INFLUENCE POLICIES AND INITIATIVES 
THAT BENEFIT PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Background

The Mekong subregion faces significant climate 
change hazards. And people with disabilities in 
this region are consistently more vulnerable to 
these hazards because they lack the opportunity, 
capability and resources for adaptation. 

For example, people with disabilities are 2–4 times more likely 
to be killed during disasters than others. And they are 2.45 
times more likely to be injured as a result of climate change.1

They are also largely excluded from climate-related decision 
making.2 The 2023 Global Survey on Persons with Disabilities 
and Disasters found progress in protecting people with 
disabilities from disasters has been minimal. For example, 86% 
of survey respondents reported no participation in community-
level Disaster Risk Reduction decision making and planning, 
even though 57% of respondents indicated they would be 
willing to participate.3

Policymakers are seeking more information on how to co-
develop climate change adaptation policies and initiatives that 
better meet the needs of people with disabilities. Organisations 
of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) want to be better able to 
influence government decision makers and provide research-
based evidence that can help. 

1. UNESCAP, 2017. Disability in Asia and the Pacific: The Facts. 2017 Midpoint Review edition. 
Bangkok: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).
2. PJS Stein et al., 2024. ‘Advancing disability-inclusive climate research and action, climate 
justice and climate-resilient development’. The Lancet, 8(4): E242–E255.	
3. UNDRR, 2023. Global Survey Report on Persons with Disabilities and Disasters. Geneva: UN 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR).	

The projects

The Australian Government is funding 2 interrelated projects that 
aim to improve outcomes for people with disabilities affected by 
climate change in the Greater Mekong region.

Both projects build on previous work delivered in 2023 and 2024: 

•	 Climate change, water security and disability inclusion 
research in Viet Nam 

•	 Strengthening disability inclusive water solutions in a 
changing climate in Cambodia.

Visit webpage

Visit webpage

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Disability_The_Facts_2.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(24)00024-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(24)00024-X/fulltext
https://www.undrr.org/media/90432/download?startDownload=20250924
https://wscaustralia.org.au/climate-change-water-security-and-disability-inclusion-research-in-viet-nam/
https://wscaustralia.org.au/climate-change-water-security-and-disability-inclusion-research-in-viet-nam/
https://waterpartnership.org.au/publications/cambodia-policy-brief/
https://waterpartnership.org.au/publications/cambodia-policy-brief/
https://wscaustralia.org.au/exploring-the-climate-disability-nexus-in-greater-mekong-urban-communities/
https://wscaustralia.org.au/developing-a-training-curriculum-on-disability-inclusion-in-the-mekong/


CLIMATE CHANGE, WATER SECURITY AND DISABILITY INCLUSION

Exploring the Climate–Disability Nexus in 
Greater Mekong urban communities 
Accelerating inclusive climate change preparedness and 
response across Mekong countries

PROJECT BRIEF

We are working with OPDs, non-government organisations 
(NGOs), universities and government agencies in 3 Mekong 
countries – Cambodia, Lao PDR and Viet Nam – to develop 
and share new research that will build the capacity of OPDs to 
prepare and respond to climate hazards.

Central to this project is building the capacity of OPDs in each 
country to collect and analyse information and data about 
people with disabilities’ exposure to and ability to adapt to 
climate hazards, and then apply findings to influence policy, 
planning and practices.  

Key activities and outputs will include:

•	 Key informant interviews with local authorities, NGOs, 
OPDs, universities and government on research needs 
and applications

•	 Evidence reviews of scientific and grey literature to 
contextualise findings

•	 A capacity building program to equip OPDs and national 
universities with research methods and skills to carry out 
the project and scope future nationally led research

•	 Intensive fieldwork co-developed and implemented 
by people with different types of disabilities and local 
stakeholders

•	 Action learning approaches to integrate lessons and 
adapt methods

•	 Rigorous research findings on impact of climate change 
on people with different types of disabilities and how 
these impacts relate to other forms of social exclusion 

•	 Practical suggestions to better include people with 
disabilities in preparing for, responding to, and recovering 
from, extreme climate events

•	 Support for people with disabilities to share their 
experiences and research findings at regional and 
international events.

Supported by the Australian Government  
through Climate Resilient Communities

Collaboration partners
WaterAid (WA)

Laos Disabled People’s Association (LDPA)

National University of Laos (NUoL)

Cambodian Disabled People’s Organisation (CDPO)

Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP)

Hanoi Association of People with Disabilities (DP Hanoi)

Institute for Circular Economy Development (ICED), 
Vietnam National University (VNU)
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See the website  
for more information

wscaustralia.org.au/cdn

https://wscaustralia.org.au/exploring-the-climate-disability-nexus-in-greater-mekong-urban-communities/
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Developing a training curriculum on 
disability inclusion in the Mekong
Fostering disability inclusion awareness among key  
climate and water stakeholders

PROJECT BRIEF

WaterAid and Water Sensitive Cities Australia are working with 
local partners in Cambodia and Viet Nam to develop a training 
program for public officials. In doing so, the process will also 
help foster OPDs to become strong leaders in national climate 
change and water-related disaster risk reduction. The aim is 
to strengthen knowledge and capacity on disability inclusion 
among climate and water stakeholders and leaders. The project 
will also promote cross-regional learning and knowledge 
exchange on disability inclusion. 

Key activities will include:

•	 Support OPDs to develop and deliver workplans that 
identify and address their internal capability gaps

•	 Consult with central and local government bodies to co-
develop a meet-the-need curriculum 

•	 Co-design, test and refine an accessible curriculum on 
disability inclusion with key climate and water government 
actors in Cambodia and Viet Nam, that aims to build their 
awareness. Led by OPDs, the curriculum will be adapted 
to the local context and policy landscape 

•	 Facilitate and deliver a learning event in Phnom Penh 
that brings together diverse stakeholders to exchange 
knowledge, learning, evidence and practical experience. 

Supported by the Australian Government  
through the Australian Water Partnership

Collaboration partners
WaterAid (WA) 

Hanoi Association of People with Disabilities (DP Hanoi)

Cambodian Disabled People’s Organisation (CDPO) 

National School of Local Administration (NASLA) of the 
Ministry of the Interior (MoI) 

Laos Disabled People’s Association (LDPA)

See the website  
for more information

wscaustralia.org.au/dim

https://wscaustralia.org.au/developing-a-training-curriculum-on-disability-inclusion-in-the-mekong/
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