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Empowering communities Scaling NbS for wider impact
Next steps to support upscaling:

Aligning solutions with national strategies  
on climate resilience, innovation and  
urban liveability

Aligning work with allied programs  
and investments to maximise impact

Operationalising hybrid NbS approaches  
using existing enabling laws and regulations

Promoting local governance arrangements such 
as a Wetland Custodian Community Group that 
includes representatives from marginalised groups

Fostering partnerships with local and international 
stakeholders to develop guidelines, raise 
awareness and build capability

Benefits Costs

Earthwork, 
forestation and 
planting, pipework, 
accessible 
amenities, 
maintenance

•	 Less flooding

•	 Lower temperatures

•	 Improved amenity

•	 Increased biodiversity

•	 Income and revenue 

from harvesting plants 

and animals

Offer equal access to resources 
and training for women and people 
with disabilities

Co-create flexible and 
adaptable jobs for people 
with disabilities

Apply universal design principles 
to public infrastructure

Engage marginalised groups in 
design and governance

At Nong Loup Ian Marsh, partnering with existing 
projects and pooling expertise and resources creates 
opportunities for bigger impact and greater influence.

Currently, the marsh is largely intact, but under pressure from 
subsistence communities (for agriculture and aquaculture), as 
well as developers.  

The case study proposes a system of 8 interconnected zones 
that incorporate NbS typologies.

The different zones can support different ecosystem functions 
that in turn support livelihoods, economic development, 
environmental protection and health.

Creating a productive sanctuary

1. Water quality management zone 5. Wetland based productivity zone

2. Flood management zone 6. Community based productivity zone

3. Land based productivity zone 7. Biodiversity conversation zone

4. Water-based productivity zone 8. Recreational market zone
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